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TIMBERS  OF  THE  PRAIMGE  AND  HEALTH 

GOMIITTEE 


Chairman:  Coiincillor  H,  Talhot 
The  Mayors  Mr.  P.E,  Lay,  J.P. 

Alderman  C.E.  Griimvood  J.P. 

Alderman  L.¥.  McQiihae 
Councillor  E.A.  Essex 
Councillor  A.E.  Payers 
Councillor  H.R.  Hills 
Councillor  Mrs.  K.M.  Hitchcock 
Councillor  G.C.  Kishy 

Councillor  Col.  G.L.J.  Tuck,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O.,  M.A. 

All  memhers  of  the  Drainage  and  Health  Committee 
were  nominated  to  stand  on  the  House  Inspections  Suh— Committee 

ST.4PP 

Dr.  G.P.  Barclay  M.B.,  Ch.B. ,  D.P.H.  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

(This  officer  did  not  engage  in  private  practice  but  held 
in  addition  the  following  appointments  -  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  Hadleigh  TJ.D.C.,  Melford  R.D.C.,  Cosford  RoD.C., 
Thedwastre  R.D.C.  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer, 

School  Medical  Officer) 

Mr.  C.H.M.  Hazlewood  M.R.S oH. ,  M.A.P.H.I.,  A.I.P.H.E.  Public 
Health  Inspector. 

Miss  A.  Bryant  -  Clerical  assistant  and  shorthand  typist. 
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TO  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  and 
COUNCILLORS  of  the  BOROUGH  of  SUDBURY 


lAr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  the  annual  report  of  the 
Puhlic  Health  Services  for  the  year  I96I. 

It  is  sad  to  record  the  untimely  death  of  my  predecessor. 
Dr.  G.P,  Barclay,  "  a  man  of  great  charm". 

I  am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer,  Dr.  D.A. 
McCracken,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  for  very  considerable  help  in  the 
compilation  of  this  report. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Dr.  McCi’acken,  who  has  acted  as  your 
medical  officer  of  health  and  also  to  Mr.  G.C.  Mountstephen,  the 
town  clerk?  Mr.  S.J.  Blackwell,  the  borough  surveyor;  Mr.  C.H. 
Hazlewood,  the  public  health  inspector  and  Ivliss  Ao  Bryant, 
clerical  assistant,  for  the  mannei’  in  which  they  ujidertook  diities 
which  devolved  on  them,  while  the  appointment  of  medical  officer 
of  health  remained  vacant. 

I  am  grateful  to  you,  Mr.  Mayor  and  to  members  of  the 
Council  for  your  kind  welcome  to  me,  on  taking  up  my  appointment, 
and  to  the  officials  and  staff  of  the  Council  for  their  ready 
help  and  advice. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

I'lr.  I'llayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Y^'our  obedient  servant, 

E.  KINlffiAR 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


-  3  - 


General  Statistics 


year  i960) 


Population 


Registrar-General's  estimate  for  I96I 
Rateable  Value  ,,  .. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  . . 

■^rea  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  • 


;  relate 

to  the 

6,510 

(6,280) 

£91,702 

(£88,636) 

£363 

(£555) 

1,925 

(1,925) 

Vital  Statistics 


These  indicate s- 

(1)  A  small  increase  in  the  estimated  mid-year  population 

(2)  A  decline  in  the  birth  rate,  32  fev^er  babies  were  born. 
The  rate  is  below  the  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
and  also  loiter  than  the  urban  aggregate  and  the  coimty 
aggregate.  More  boys  were  born  than  girls,  (Rates  of 
males  to  females  l*2sl) 

(3)  Tv70  still  births  occurred  as  in  the  previous  year, 

(4)  The  illegitimacy  rate  was  virtually  unchanged  at  2^o  of 
total  births. 
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Live  Births 


Total  Ivlale  Female 


Legitimate 

75  (106) 

40  (50) 

55 

(56) 

Illegitimate 

2  (5) 

2  (3) 

0 

(0) 

Total 

77  (109) 

42  (55) 

55 

(56) 

Crude  live  "birth  rate  per  1,000  estimated  population  . . 

11.8 

(17.4) 

Adjusted  live  "birth  rate 

per  1,000 

estimated  population 

13.0 

(19.1) 

England  and  Wales  "birth 
population 

rate  per  1, 

•  «  •  • 

,000  estimated 

•  •  «  • 

•  9 

17.4 

(17.1) 

IJrhan  Aggregate  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

9  9 

16.6 

County  Aggregate  . . 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  9 

16.2 

Still  Bii’ths 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Legitimate 

2  (2) 

1  (2) 

1 

(0) 

Illegitimate 

0  (0) 

0  (0) 

0 

(0) 

Total 

2  (2) 

1  (2) 

1 

(0) 
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Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live 

and  Still  Births 

..  25.3 

(18.3) 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Live 
Y/ales  .  *  . .  .  * 

Births  England  and 

•  *  •  •  •  • 

..  19.1 

(19.7) 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  cent  . .  . .  . • 

..  2.5 

(  2.7) 

Deaths  registered  in  1961 

Death  Rate  (crude)  . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

..  27.2 

(20.7) 

Death  Rate  (adjusted) . , 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

..  13.6 

(10.8) 

Death  Rate  of  England  and  Wales  • .  . . 

..  12.0 

(11.5) 

Total 

liale 

Female 

177  (130)  78  (5l)  99  (79) 


Humber  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  child— birth, 
pregnancy  or  abortion  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..0  (o) 


Infantile  Mortality 


Total  Ivlale  Female 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  Legitimate 

2  (4) 

1  (2)  1  (2) 

Illegitimate 

0  (0) 

0  (0)  0  (0) 

Total 

2  (4) 

1  (2)  1  (2) 
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Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000 

Live 

Births 

26.0  (36.5) 

Infantile  mortality  rate  per  1,000 
and  Wales 

Live 

Births  England 

21.6  (21.7) 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4  weeks 

2  (3) 

1  (2) 

1  (1) 

Death  Rate  of  infants  under  one  year 

All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

26.0 

(27.5) 

Early  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Deaths  of  infants  under  1  week 

2  (2) 

1  (1) 

1  (1) 

Dearth  Rato  of  infants  under  1  week 
per  1,000  Live  Births 

26.0 

(18.3) 

These  infant  mortality  statistics  relate  to  the  deaths  of 
two  infants. 

Both  wore  horn  in  hospital.  The  hoy  died  on  the  first  day 
of  life  from  asphyxia  neonatorum.  The  girl  v/as  horn  very  prematurely 
at  27  weeks  and  svirvived  only  15  hours. 
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CAUSES  OF  DE^.TH  UURIUG  1961 


(Registrar  General 


I 

ALL  CAUSES 

TuUerculosis ,  respira.tory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infectious  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm  (stomach) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Maligne.nt  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia ,  aleukaemia 

Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension,  -with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatoi^’"  disease 
Influenza 


Male 

Female 

Total 

78  (52) 

99  (77) 

177  (129) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (1) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-^) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  ('^) 

- 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

1 

5 

4 

6 

- 

6 

- 

1 

1 

2 

2 

7 

6 

13 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (-) 

-  (1) 

-  (1) 

9  (6) 

29  (23) 

38  (29) 

18  (12) 

12  (8) 

30  (20) 

1  (-) 

-  (-) 

1  (-) 

8  (-) 

20  (-) 

28  (-) 

3  (8) 

2  (14) 

5  (22) 

1  (-) 

1  (-) 

2  (-) 

9  (6) 

8  (6) 

17  (12) 

2  (3) 

5  (l) 

7  (4) 
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Pneumonia 
,  Bronchitis 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1961 


contiirtied 


Iv'Iale 

Female 

Total 

25.  other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

3 

(1) 

0 

(1) 

3 

(2) 

26,  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

3 

(1) 

27 «  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

~ 

(-) 

2 

(1) 

2 

(1) 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

— 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

30,  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

- 

(-) 

— 

(-) 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

- 

(2) 

- 

(2) 

- 

(4) 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

4 

(5) 

5 

(8) 

9 

(13) 

33 •  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

- 

(2) 

- 

(1) 

— 

(3) 

34*  All  other  accidents 

- 

(1) 

1 

(-) 

1 

(1) 

35*  Suicide 

1 

(-) 

- 

(-) 

1 

(-) 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

L--  

1 

(-) 

i 

— 

(-) 

_ 

1 

(-) 

In  the  above  lists  deaths  occurring  in  Sudbury  of  persons  not  normally 
resident  in  the  borough  of  Sudbury  are  not  included,  but  are  transferred  to 
the  area  in  which  they  normally  resided. 


Persons  normally  resident  in  Sudbirry,  v/ho  died  in  districts  away  from 
the  borough  (for  example  in  a  regional  hospital)  are  included. 
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Deaths  from  infectious  diseases  -  (other  than  chest  infections) 


•  • 


Ivlalos  Females  Total 

-  (-)  3  (2)  2  (2) 

Deaths  from  malignant  nooplasms  (all  typos)  ..  ..  ..  ..  14«7> 

Males  Females  Total 

14  (16)  12  (9)  26  (15) 

Leukaemia  -  There  wore  no  deaths  from  leukaemia. 


Deaths  from  chest  infections  and  respiratory  diseases  - 
(o.ll  types  except  neoplasms  J  TT  Ti  n  TT  ..  ..  16.9^ 


Males 


Females 


Total 


16  (10) 


14  (8) 


50  (18) 


Deaths  from  heart  and  circulatory  diseases  - 
(all  t.ypes  including  strokes)  71  . .  . .  . .  . .  ..57*6^ 


Males 


Females 


Total 


59  (26) 


65  (45) 


102  (71) 


Deaths  from  accident  and  violence 


..  1.7/^ 


Males  Females  Total 

2  (3)  1  (1)  3  (4) 
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Prevention  of  and  Control  over 

Infectious  Diseases 


Notifications  received 


Disease 

Cases 

Notified 

Measles 

23 

(3) 

Whooping  Cough 

16 

(2) 

Scarlet  Fever 

4 

(25) 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

(-) 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

(3) 

Encephalitis 

- 

(-) 

Erysipelas 

- 

(2) 

Pneumonia 

27 

(18) 

Dj'-scntory 

- 

(-) 

Typhoid  and  pomatyphoid  fevers 

- 

(-) 

Pood  Poisoning 

1 

(2) 

Totals 

73 

(55) 

No  notifiable  disease  reached  epidemic  proportions. 
One  case  of  puerperal  pyrexia  was  notified. 


Diphtheria 

No  case  occeirrod. 

The  locking^up  of  this  "child-murderer"  was  only  "beg^m  in  1941 
and  the  key  v/as  immunisation.  The  immunisation  of  infants  and  young 
children  remafns  the  essential  safeguard  aguinst  the  possibility  of 
this  disease  re-establishing  itself. 
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WhoopirLiS:  Couffh 


Effective  immunisation  against  this  troublesome  and  upsetting 
disease  has  now  been  freely  available  for  the  past  twelve  years,  at 
first  through  family  doctors,  and  now,  also,  at  infant  welfare  centres. 
It  is  disappointing,  therefore,  to  record  16  notifications  of  whooping 
cough,  all  but  one,  under  the  age  of  8  years. 

Pneumonia 


The  majority  of  cases  notified  occurred  in  the  age  group 
45  -  75  + years. 


Notification  figures 

It  was  noted  that  notifications  by  medical  practioners  were 
unevenly  distributed  as  follov/ss- 


Number  of 
notifications  by 

Dr.  A 

Dr.B, 

Dr.C. 

Dr.D. 

Dr  .E. 

Dr.P. 

Dr.G. 

•  X  « 

Dr.K 

in  i960 

1 

1 

0 

2 

44 

0 

0 

3 

5 

in  1961 

♦ 

^ -  - 

0 

5 

1 

0 

52 

1 

_ 

3 

6 

8 

It  will  be  seen  from  these  figures  that  in  I960  78^  and  in 
1961  68^^  of  all  notifications  (except  T.B.)  were  from  one  medical 
practitioner. 

Your  medical  officer  certainly  does  not  doubt  the  medical 
accuracy  of  the  notifications  submitted,  but  y^ould  like  to  suggest  that 
the  notification  figures  should  be  regarded  rather  as  an  index  of  the 
types  of  ixifectious  disease  occuiring,  than  as  a  record  of  their  true 
incidence  in  the  community. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


k 

t 

1 

M, 

' 

F. 

! 

Total 

M, 

! 

F, 

Total 

Total 
all  types 

Number  of  cases  on 
register  at  beginning 
of  year 

8  (12) 

17  (20) 

25  (52) 

1  (1) 

4  (3) 

5  (4) 

30  (36) 

Number  of  cases 
added  during  the 
year 

5  (1) 

0  (1) 

5  (2) 

0  (0) 

0  (1) 

0  (1) 

5  (3) 

Jumber  of  cases 
removed  during 
the  year 

1  (5) 

7  (4) 

8  (9) 

1  (0) 

1  (0) 

2  (0) 

10  (9) 

dumber  of  cases 
remaining  on 
register  at  end 

12  (8) 

10  (17) 

22  (25) 

0  (1) 

3  (4) 

3  (5) 

25  (30) 

i 

1,  

One  death  was  caused  hy  non-re spiratory  tuberculosis  during  I96I. 


^xbulance  Facilities 

The  West  Suffolk  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  ambulance 
service. 

Two  ambulances  are  stationed  in  the  tovci. 

Nursing  in  the  Home 

The  West  Suffolk  Comity  Council's  Home  ITursing  and  Midwifeiy  Service 
supply  two  District  Nurses, 

Infant  Welfare  Centres 

The  West  Suffolk  County  Council  provia.e  one  centre  in  the  town. 
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A  Clinic  is  held  weekly  at  the  Youth  Club  premises,  Stour 
Street,  on  Thursdays  at  2  p.m.  Welfare  Poods  are  also  distributed 
from  this  centre, 

2  health  visitors  attend.  A  medical  officer  also  attends  on 
each  alternate  session. 

Laboratory  Facilities 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  directed  by  the  Medical 
Research  Council  at  Ipsr/ich  has  continued  to  give  the  Borough  very 
generous  service . 

national  Assistance  A.ct  1948  -  Section  47  -  Homoval  to  suitable  premises 

of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  protection. 

Ho  proceedings  were  taken  under  section  47  during  1961. 

Hospitals 


St,  Leonards  43  beds 


Walnuttree 


170  beds. 


(The  majority  of  these 
beds  are  geriatric ) 
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Y/ATER  SUPPLY 


SEWERAGE  MD  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  -  CLEANSING 


Contributed  by  Mr,  S.J.  Elackv/ell 

M.I.Mun.E,,  A.WLInst ,H»E, 
Borouffh  Sxirveyor  and  Water  Engineer 


WATER  SUPPLY 


An  adequate  suppl;)’-  of  water  has  been  maintained.  Regular 
Bacteriological  analysis  give  excellent  results.  Chlorination  is 
carried  out  as  a  precautionary  measure. 

No  chemical  analysis  v/as  taken  during  the  year.  Owing  to 
hardness  there  is  no  danger  from  dissolved  lead. 

Whilst  the  storage  capacity  of  the  high  level  tank  is  poor 
regrouping  of  the  water  undertakings  in  a  Joint  Board  should  enable 
this  to  be  overcome  without  a  new  tov/er.  During  the  year  mains 
T/ere  laid  in  North  Meadows  and  along  the  North  Cemetery'’  Footpath 
to  increase  supplies  to  Melford  Road  and  Waldingfield  Road  and  to 
provide  an  alternative  ring  in  the  latter  case, 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  effluent  from  the  sewage  w'orks  has  deteriorated  but 
generally  is  not  excessively  bad.  A  report  on  the  sewers  and 
sewage  works  was  presented  to  the  Coimcil  who  agreed  a  programme  of 
improvement  works,  A  further  temporary  wet  sludge  drying  lagoon 
was  dug.  Improvements  and  diversions  of  sewers  was  dons  in  Melford 
Road  to  avoid  surcharge  of  drains  in  certain  properties. 


CLEANSING 


This  continued  to  fijinction  satisfactorily  and  a  high  standard 
of  street  cleansing  and  refuse  collection  v/as  maintained,  A  fire 
on  the  refuse  tip  got  out  of  hand  and  with  some  considerable 
difficulty  and  expense  it  was  extinquished. 


^  15  - 


Factories  Acts  1937  1948 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 

(including  inspections  made  hy  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


'  ■ 

Number 

of 

Premises 

No,  on 
Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  "mhich  sections 
and  6  are  to  he 
enforced  hy  Local 

Authorities 

5 

J 

4 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  vhich  Section 

7  is  enforced  hy  the 

Local  Authority 

76 

32 

2 

■ 

— 

(iii)  Other  Pi’emises  in  which 

Sec.  7  is  enforced  hy  the 

Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers' 
premises) 

4 

4 

Total 

1 

L .  . -  ...  - 

CD 

40 

2 

— 

.. 
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(Sections  110  and  111) 


1 - - ; 

!  Nature  of 

T/ork 

No ,  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list 

required 
hy  Section 

no  (i)(o) 

No,  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to 
the  Council 

No.  of 
prosecutions 
for  failure 
to  supply 
lists 

No,  of 
instances 
of  vrark  in 
unv/hole- 

some 

premises 

1 

Notices 

served 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

We  aring) Making 
apparel)  etc., 
^Clean¬ 
ing  and 
Washing 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

;Cur  tains  and 
furniture  harig- 
ings 

i 

1 

! 

1 

a. - 

_ 

— 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  IHSPECTOR 


C.H.M. 


Hazlewood,  M.R.S,H.,  M.A.P.H,!.,  A.I.P«H,E. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldemen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Sudhury  Borough  Council. 


Mr.  Mayor,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Putting  pen  to  paper  becomes  that  much  more  difficult  each 
year  when  writing  an  introduction  to  the  Annual  Report.  I  hope, 
therefore,  members  will  accept  the  stylo  of  these  remarks. 

The  face  of  Sudbury  has  alv;ays  been  one  of  character  that 
doubtless  stirred  Thomas  Gainsborough.* s  heart.  Succeeding  years 
have,  however,  seen  the  back  street  frame  decay  around  a  somevj-hat 
smeared  facade. 

The  last  few  years  have,  however,  not  onljr  seen  the  artist’s 
place  of  birth  restored  but,  as  though  by  conspiracy,  new  light  has 
flickered  through  the  streets  to  reveal  the  neglect  of  ages  past 
and  call  for  restoration. 

1961  was  a  year  in  v/hich  yet  more  cobwebs  were  svrept  av;ay 
and  brighter  patches  began  to  catch  the  eye.  Much  dust  and  dirt 
remains  and  cracked  and  broken  patches  still  show  up  spots  of  canvas 
here  and  there. 

This  attractive  English  market  tovm  requires  the  craftsmen’s 
touch  in  restoration  if  it  is  not  to  be  spoilt.  Still  more  it  needs 
craftsmen  both  with  the  vision  to  recapture  old  and  blend  vdth  new 
and  a  great  desire  to  see  the  v/ork  completed  by  their  hands  at  speed 
before  some  other  artists,  without  the  feel  for  Sudbury  in  their 
bones,  in  reconstruction  destroy  the  character  of  this  town. 
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Specific  observations  on  work  during  the  current  year  @,re 
given  in  the  body  of  the  report.  I  v/ould,  however,  here  observe 
that  one  of  the  most  pleasant  activities  during  the  year  was  to 
entertain  and  arrange  an  instructive  programme  for  Chief  Elijah 
Enane  from  Kenj^a  who,  at  the  instigation  of  the  Kenya  Government, 
was  spending  some  three  months  in  England  under  the  auspices  of 
the  British  Council.  Although  the  Chief  spent  only  I4  days  in 
Sudbury  his  visit  was,  I  believe,  of  considerable  benefit  to  many. 
Chief  Enano  is  the  second  overseas  student  of  English  administration 
to  spend  time  in  my  office  and  I  am  s-uro  that  such  visits  can  do 
nothing  but  good,  I  v/ould  hope  that  this  practice  might  be 
continued  in  future  years, 

I  thank  the  Chairman,  Councillor  Talbot  and  other  members 
of  the  Committee  for  their  continued  interest  and  other  members  of 
the  staff  for  their  co-operation.  I'lliss  Bryant  again  merits  my 
thanks  for  able  and  willing  assistance. 

lly  great  regret  is  the  unhappy  need  to  conclude  in  paying 
tribute  to  the  late  Dr,  Barclay,  Dr,  Barclay  was  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  when  I  first  came  to  Sudbury  nearly  seven  years  ago  and 
I  always  had  a  very  happy  relationship  v/ith  him.  His  illness 
over  a  long  period  never  prevented  him  from  being  coxirteous  and 
considerate  to  those  with  whom  he  worked  and  his  tragic  death  is 
mourned  by  us  all. 


C.H.  Hazlewood 


Public  Health  Inspector 


PART  1 


HOUSING 


SLUM  CLEAMNCE 

Au/?ust  1955  -  31st  December  1961 

The  position  at  the  end  of  the  year  as  regards  clearance 
of  unfit  properties  since  the  submission  of  the  Council's  proposals 
in  1955  was  as  follows  s- 

Clearance  Areas 

Number  of  clearance  areas  declared  , .  . ,  . ,  11 

Total  number  of  properties  involved  ,,  ,,  ,,  155 

Properties  excluded  from  confirmed  orders  ..  ..  1 


Demolition  Orders 

Properties  demolished  under  demolition  orders,,  ..  1 


Closing  Orders 

Properties  subject  to  closing  orders  . .  . .  . .  38 


Condemned  Local  Authority  Houses  ,,  ,,  ,,  2 


Totals;  Total  number  of  properties  subject  to  statutory  action 

Properties  demolished  . .  , .  , .  . . 

Properties  vacant  and  awaiting  demolition  , .  , . 

Properties  still  occupied  but  to  be  demolished 

on  vacation  ,,  ,,  ••  ,,  ,,  •• 

Closed  houses  since  renovated  , .  , .  , .  ,  . . 


193 

102 

61 

29 

1 


Rehousing 

The  total  number  of  families  rehoused  by  the  Council  100 

The  total  number  of  persons  rehoused  by  the  Council  29I 
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The  Year  1961 


Clearance  Areas 


Numher  of  clearance  areas  declared  l(Gregory  Street) 

Total  number  of  properties  involved  -  4 

The  clearance  order  in  respect  of  this  area  was  confirmed 
on  the  Y'tb.  December. 

My  representation  of  unfitness  on  a  further  area  i.e.  Church 
Walk  and  The  Croft  comprising  15  houses  was  placed  before  the  Health 
Committee  in  November,  The  Council's  decision  was,  however,  to 
defer  consideration  of  this  representation  for  six  months. 

Closing  Orders 

During  the  year  closing  orders  were  made  under  section  17  of 
the  Housing  Act  1957  on  three  properties. 

Temporary  Accommodation 

Three  small  cottage  dwellings  purchased  for  temporary 
accommodation  in  accordance  with  section  17  of  the  Housing  Act  1957 
were  retained  during  the  year. 

Properties  demolished  -  52  Families  rehoused  -  31 

Persons  rehoused  -  75 

EffROVEMENT  GRAINS 


Improvements  and  conversions  approved  for  the  period  and 
for  the  year  1961  were  as  follows s- 

August  1955  to  31sl  December  1961 

Discretionary  Grants 

Conversions  -  Owner  occupied 

Tenanted 

Improvements  -  Ovraer  occupied 

Tenanted 


Total 


2 

5 

37 

18 


60 
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standard  Grants 


Ovmer  occupied 
Tenanted 

Total 

The  Year  1961 

Discretionary  Grants 

Improvements  -  Owner  occupied  -  9 

Tenanted  -  2 

Total  11 

Standard  Grants 

Owner  occupied  -  11 

Tenanted  —  1 

Total  12 

CERTIFICATES  OF  DISREPAIR 

One  application  for  a  certificate  of  disrepair  was  received  and 
a  certificate  was  given  in  early  1962, 

HOUSING  REPAIRS 

There  T;as  one  occasion  when  statutory  action  was  taken  to  secure 
repairs. 

Fifteen  properties  were  repaired  following  service  of  written 
informal  notices. 

I\/Iany  other  minor  repairs  v/ere  also  attended  to  after  an  informal 
visit  or  telephone  call  to  the  ow'ner. 


^  20 

-  5 

23 
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HOUSING  mniTENMCE 


For  the  first  quarter  of  the  year  the  Public  Health  Inspector 
continued  to  carry  out  the  duties  of  Housing  ^Maintenance  Officer.  With 
the  appointment  of  an  Assistant  Borough  Surveyor  in  April  these  duties 
were  transferred  to  the  Surveyor's  Pepartment.  Repairs,  improvements, 
and  repainting  continued  to  be  co.rried  out  by  the  direct  laboxir  staff. 

Council  owned  properties  -  constructed  and  occupied  at  jlst  Dec.  I96I 


»  " 

COUNCIL  HOUSING 
ESTATES 

4  bed 
houses 

3  bed 
houses 

2  bed 
houses 

, 

2  bed 
prefabs 

1  bed 
flat 

1  bed 
bung. 

ri 

Totals 

Pre  Tfer 

Wents  Estate 

8 

118 

3 

129 

Post  Y[ar 

Springfield  Estate 

'  10 

10  . 

Cats  Lane  Estate 

109 

34 

12 

:  155 

Waldingfield  Road 
Estate 

12 

12 

Woodhall  Estate 

6 

167 

8 

26 

207 

Jameson  Place 

14 

14 

Francis  Bequest 

East  Street 

12 

2 

6 

20 

New  Street 

2 

8 

10 

Broom  Street 

1 

1 

Phillips  Field 

Other  Dwellin.^s 

5  . 

5  ; 

Waterhouse,  Spring- 
field  Road 

1 

1 

Waterworks  cottage 

1 

1 

Cemetery  Lodge 

1 

1 

Caretakers  house, 
Belle  Vue 

1 

1 

Cottages,  Chilton 
Lodge  Road 

2 

2 

Total 

27 

416 

61 

10 

14 

41 

569 
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4 


Houses  under  Construction 


Tvvo  f\irther  one  Hedroom  flats  and  eight  two  "bedroom  houses 
were  nearing  completion  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Future  Housing  Schemes 

From  the  many  discussions  concerning  alternative  sites 
for  possi'ble  future  housing  development  there  emerged  definite 
proposals  to  develope  tv/o  new  sites  axid  to  develops  further  one 
existing  site. 

A  site  of  some  three  acres  off  East  Street,  some  300  yards 
from  the  Town  Centre  was  purchased  wi.th  the  intention  of  providing 
60  units  of  accommodation  •-  48  being  in  three  storey  flats s  12  in 
two  storey  flats|  and  28  of  these  units  "being  1  "bedroom  flats  for 
elderly  people, 

A  further  site  cf  acre  on  which  unfit  houses  stood  was 
compulsorily  acquired  and  developemeno  here  will  "be  "by  way  of  12 
one  "bedroom  flats  in  3  "two  storey  "blocks.  This  site  is  close  to 
The  Croft,  one  of  the  town’s  most  pleasant  open  spaces,  and  is  also 
only  400  yards  from  a  main  shopping  street. 

Demolition  of  two  unfit  properties,  formally  an  old  isolation 
hospital,  on  the  Council’s  Waldingfield  Road  estate  will  permit  the 
erection  of  a  further  eight  houses. 

Garages 

Garages  constructed  and  let  at  31st  December  I96I  were 
as  follows s- 


Wents  Estate 

-  1 

Cats  Lane  Estate 

~  8 

Woodhall  Estate 

-  19 

Total 

28 

Realising  the  need  for  further  garage  accommodation  the  Council 
agreed  proposals  to  erect  a  further  55  garages  in  the  near  future  -  8 
at  Yfeldingf ield  Road  Estate,  12  at  Woodhall  Estate  and  35  at  Cats  Lane 
Estate. 

There  were  21  privately  erected  garages  on  the  Council’s  Estates- 
1  at  Waldingfield  Road  Estate,  1  at  Cats  Lane  Estate,  5  at  Wents  Estate 
and  14  at  Woodhall  Estate, 
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Improvements 


The  policy  of  gradually  improving  the  pre-war  Vfents  Estate 
houses  was  continued, 

¥ork  to  provide  complete  electrical  installations  i,e,  adequate 
lighting  and  power  points  at  26  houses  previously  inadequately  provided 
for  was  completed  during  the  year.  Ifeny  properties  were  provided  with 
new  white  glazed  deep  sinks  to  replace  existing  shallow  sinks. 

The  policy  of  providing  hot  water  systems  to  houses  as  they 
became  vacant  gave  little  scope  for  such  improvements  as  two  pre-war 
houses  only  fell  vacant  dviring  the  year, 

Tn  order  to  finance  the  improvement  of  these  older  houses  the 
Council  resolved  to  apply  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
for  loan  sanction  for  £5,000  in  the  first  instance. 

Exhibition 

The  first  block  of  Council  flats  ever  to  be  constructed  within 
the  borough  were  made  open  to  public  inspection  on  completion  and  two 
of  these  flats  were  completely  furnished  by  local  traders,  A  small 
exhibition  concerning  the  Council’s  housing  work  was  presented 
simultaneously , 

\ 

COTJHCIL’S  HOUSING  LIST 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Co\mcil’s  housing  list  at  the  end 
of  1961  was  178.  This  was  an  increase  of  27  over  the  nmber  on  the  list 
at  the  end  of  I960  and  11  more  than  at  the  end  of  1957 • 

55  tenancies  were  granted  dirring  the  year,  51  of  these  being 
from  Slum  Clearance  houses, 

80  new  registrations  were  accepted  d\aring  the  year. 

Several  written  reports  v/ere  made  to  the  housing  allocations 
committee  concerning  the  accommodation  occupied  by  applicants  and  many 
verbal  reports  on  such  matters  made  to  the  committee  when  new  tenants 
were  selectedr 

HOUSIHG  PHITaO.^  DWELOfUmH 

During  I96I  27  new  dwellings  were  constructed  by  private  enterprise 
and  36  further  dwellings  were  under  construction. 
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ANMJAli  POST  WAP  DEVELOPIiEEl'IT  RATE 


The  following  are  the  post  war  housing  development 
figures  for  the  years  1947  "to  1961s- 


YEAR 

COUNCIL 

HOUSES 

PRIVATE 

DYffiLLIHGS 

TOTAL 

j  YEAR 

» 

COUITOIL 

HOUSES 

PRIVATE 

DV/ELLINGS 

TOTAL 

1947 

24 

6 

30 

1955 

10 

20 

30 

1948 

27 

12 

39 

1956 

0 

28 

28 

1949 

30 

2 

32 

1957 

46 

11 

57 

1950 

26 

8 

34 

1  1958 

0 

22 

22 

1951 

18 

5 

23 

.  1959 

26 

11 

37 

1952 

30 

6 

36 

1  I960 

50 

14 

64 

1955 

29 

14 

43 

1  1961 

22 

27 

49 

1954 

62 

18 

80 

j 

i 

Totals 

400 

— 

204 

604 

Y/hilst  during  the  first  five  year  period  (i.e.  1947-1951) 
private  development  w§s  only  21^  approximately  of  the  total  development 
during  the  next  two  five  year  periods  it  rose  to  40%  (1954-56)  and 
(1957-61). 

With  continued  private  development  on  several  new  estates  the 
percentage  of  private  to  public  building  is  likely  to  continue  to  rise. 

Any  reviev;  of  development  for  Sudbury  would;,  however,  be 
incomplete  v/ithout  mention  of  the  fact  that  considerable  further 
development  both  private  and  Council  has  taken  place  in  the  parish  of 
Cornard  in  the  Melford  Rural  District,  (The  population  of  this  parish 
has  risen  by  approximately  500  in  the  last  ten  years).  This 
development  which  continues  to  flourish,  is  only  some  Ify  miles  from 
the  town  centre. 
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HOUSING 


OBSERVATIONS 


In  so  far  as  slum  clearance  was  concerned  I96I  was  a  year  of 
respite,  a  period  when  rehousing  from,  and  demolition  of,  houses 
already  condemned  took  place. 

That  a  further  32  greatly  substandard  houses  were  finally 
cleared  and  3I  families  were  able  to  live  in  comfortable  accommodation 
and  decent  surroundings  for  the  first  time  are  facts  to  be  welcomed. 
However,  it  is  equally  factual  that  the  Council  took  positive  steps 
to  condemn  seven  further  properties  only  and  I  cannot  help  but  feel 
that  this  is  regre table  for,  if  the  clearance  of  all  of  the  towns 
unfit  houses  is  to  be  accomplished  v/ithin  the  next  ten  years  or  so, 
clearance  at  a  steady  rate  of  some  30-40  houses  per  year  is  a 
necessity. 

With  the  ending  of  the  first  phase  of  slum  clearance  it  is 
v/ise  to  take  stock  and  one  of  the  lessons  that  should  have  been  learnt 
is  that  there  is  a  greater  need  to  plan  so  that  clearance  dovetails 
with  the  building  programme  and  this  is  only  possible  if  both  proceed 
at  a  comparable  and  steady  rate. 

One  of  the  strongest  objections  raised  against  a  continued 
programme  has  been  the  nimiber  of  derelict  sites  that  have  remained 
for  some  period  of  time  subsequent  to  demolition.  Whilst  these  are 
naturally  unattractive  and  should  be  avoided  if  possible ,  they  are 
sometimes  caused  by  a  failure  to  clear  in  one  operation  sites  that 
would  lend  themselves  to  redevelopment  if  cleared  of  all  substandard 
properties  and  not  just  the  very  worst. 

The  human  factor,  i.e,  the  uprooting  of  elderly  people  long 
established  in  a  certain  locality,  has  also  presented  many  problems  and 
has  because  of  sympathetic  consideration  tended  to  retard  clearance. 
However,  with  the  advent  of  redevelopment  of  cleared  areas  near  the 
town  centre  this  should  now  be  a  lesser  problem. 

The  improvement  grant  scheme  whiD.st  gaining  some  slight  ground 
is  still  something  of  a  disappointment  and  despite  advertisement  far 
too  few  owners  take  advantage  of  the  scheme.  Most  of  the  applicants 
are  young  married  couples,  who,  having  bought  a  substantially  built 
house  which  has  previously  lacked  amenities,  then  seek  to  rectify  the 
ommissions  of  some  or  all  of  the  five  standard  amenities  i.e,  bath,  wash, 
basin,  internal  water  closet,  hot  water  supply  and  f 00  .store,  by  seeking 
a  grant  towards  the  cost  of  their  provision. 

Many  of  the  more  substantial  and  spacious  older  houses,  i.e,  those 
built  at  about  the  beginning  of  this  century,  are  occupied  by  elderly 
people  who  do  not  v/ish,  or  cannot  afford,  the  necessary  improvement  works. 
There  are,  therefore,  several  hundred  such  properties  that  can  only  be 
improved  as  and  when  they  become  vacant. 
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Because  of  the  continued  shortage  of  new,  modernised  or  substantially 
built  houses  at  moderate  prices  small  cottage  properties  that  should  have 
been  removed  from  the  street  scene  long  ago  continue  to  change  hands,  often 
at  surprisingly  and  frightingly  high  prices  and  just  as  unfortunately  some 
of  these  dwellings  may  have  to  be  provided  with  the  standard  amenities 
because  it  v/ill  be  so  long  before  they  can  be  replaced  and  come  forward 
for  clearance  at  the  present  rate  that  to  deny  the  occupants  use  of  even 
these  limited  amenities  for  another  10-15  years  is  hardly  thinkable, 

I  am  told  from  time  to  time  that  there  is  no  slum  problem  in 
Sudbury  and  that  such  matters  are  the  preserve  of  the  Northern  Industrial 
towns. 

It  is  of  course  obviously  true  that  we  have  no  slums  if  smoke, 
dirt,  lack  of  air  space,  general  congestion  and  monotony  of  design  and 
layout  are  the  sole  considerations.  If,  however,  dampness,  disrepair, 
inadequate  sanitary  accommodation,  general  lack  of  amenities,  obsolete 
design  and  sheer  property  fati me  are  to  be  taken  into  consideration,  we 
do  have  many  very  unfit  houses  remaining. 

Whilst  progress  in  housing  work  over  the  last  five  years  has  given 
some  encouragement,  there  is  much  remaining  to  be  done.  Hew  housing, 
clearance  and  improvements  must  be  tackled  even  more  firmly  and  forceably 
if  all  in  Sudbury  are  to  enjoy  the  comforts  of  a  decent  home  in  10  years 
time, 

1  FART  2 

MEAT  AND  FOOD  IHSPECTIOH 

Slaughter  houses  and  moat  inspection 

1 

1961  was  a  year  of  change  in  so  far  as  slaughtering  and  meat 
inspection  was  concerned. 

The  Council's  report  on  slaughtering  facilities  submitted  to 
the  Minister  of  AgTiculture ,  Fisheries  pjid  Food  in  I96O  was  approved  in 
1961  and  as  a  consequence  of  this  The  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations 
I  became  operative  within  the  district  as  from  the  1st  October, 

I  It  was  an  uneconomical  proposition  for  the  owners  of  tv/o  premises 

I  to  bring  their  slaughterhouses  up  to  the  standards  required  and  these  two 
1  slaughterhouses  ceased  to  be  used  when  their  licences  expired  on  31st  July, 
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Improvement  works  wore,  hov7ever,  carried  out  to  a  third  slaugherhouse 
and  a  renewal  licence  v/as  issued  in  respect  of  this  when  works  were 
completed^ 

The  closm-e  of  tv/o  slaughterhouses  has  meant  that  the  great 
majority  of  meat  consumed  in  Sudhury  is  no\7  slaughtered  outside  the 
Borough.  Whilst  the  loss  of  slarghtering  facilities  is  regretahle 
there  is  consolation  in  the  fact  that  at  last  the  long  era  of  moat 
being  slaughtered  in  outmoded,  unhygienic  and  dickensian  premises 
has  ended. 

The  number  of  licensed  slaughtermen  at  the  1st  January  1962 

was  5* 


The  total  number  of  visits  to  slaughterhouses  was  96. 

Details  of  inspections  and  condemnation  are  as  followss- 
(figures  of  the  previous  year  are  in  brackets) 


Cattle  ex- 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep  and 

Pigs 

eluding  Cows 

lambs 

Number  killed 

79  (153) 

0  (1) 

0  (1) 

120  (126) 

269  (585) 

Numbei’  inspected 

78  (149) 

0  (1) 

0  (1) 

102  (116) 

261  (567) 
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Cattle  ex¬ 
cluding  cows 

Cows 

! 

1  Calves 

1 

Sheep  and 
lambs 

P  j  gs 

All  diseases  except 

tuberculosis 

• 

[ 

) 

TJliole  carcases 
condemned 

■ 

Carcase  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

3 

— 

— 

— 

8 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 

Yi±th  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

3.8 

1 — 1 

• 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

10 

Percentage  of  number 
inspected  affected 
with  tuberculosis 

1 

[ 

i 

1 

1 

CO 

• 

94*2^  of  all  animals  killed  i^ere  iiispeoied. 

All  diseased  meat  was  coloured  before  being  disposed  of  principally 
by  burying  at  the  Council’s  tip. 

Apart  from  the  considerable  drop  in  numbers  inspected,  due  to  closure 
of  the  two  slaughterhouses  there  was  nothing  of  interest  to  note  regarding 
meat  inspection  during  the  year. 


OTHER  COHDEIvINEI)  FOODS 


The  following  additional  foodstuffs  were  examined  at  wholesale  and 
retail  foodshops  and  certificates  given  when  they  were  voluntarily 
surrended. 

Canned  Foods 


Fruits 

256 

tins 

Vegetables 

427 

tins 

Soups 

65 

tins 

Milk  Products 

195 

tins 

Moat  Products 

95 

tins 

Fish 

4 

tins 

Other  tinned  or  bottled 

products 

38 

Total  1>058  tins  or  bottles 


Frozen  Food  Packets 


Vegetable  products 
Fish  products 
Meat 

Pastry  and  other  products 


647  packets 
796  packets 
254  packets 
166  packets 


Total 


1,865  packets 


Condemnation  of  the  above  goods  was  necessary  because  of  spoilage 
due  to  refrigeration  breakdo-iwis. 

Other  Prod^icts 


Meat  products  -  Total  TiTeight 

Fish  products  -  "  " 

Mallows  -  loose  -  "  " 

Mallows  -  packed  -  ”  ’* 

Greengages  —  "  " 

Apples  -  "  *' 


115  lbs 
60  lbs 
5^  lbs 
44  packets 
276  lbs 
19  boxes. 


In  so  far  as  the  condemnation  of  other  foods  was  concerned  196I  was 
unique  in  that  it  was  the  first  year  in  which  frozen  foodstuffs  displayed 
in  refrigerated  display  cabinets  had  to  be  condemned. 
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miK  AOT  liAJRIES 


ViTith  the  coining  into  operation  of  The  Ililk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations,  I960  on  1st  January  I96I  the  licencing  of  dealers  in 
Sudhurj'"  for  the  sale  of  designated  milks  "became  the  responsi'bility  of 
the  West  Suffolk  County  Council. 

it  the  a'bove  date  there  were  within  the  Borough  9  registered 
distributors  of  milk. 

During  the  year  tvro  further  dealers  licences  were  iasued,  one 
in  respect  of  a  supermarket  for  Tuberculin  Tested  and  Pasteurised  Milk 
and  the  other  in  respect  of  a  general  stores  for  Sterilized  Milk. 

All  licences  issued  by  the  County  Council  run  to  the  51st  December  1965, 

Designated  licences  in  force  as  at  31st  December  I96I  \7ere 
as  follows  s- 

Dealors  Tuberculin  Tested  -  6 
Dealers  Paste^rrised  -  7 

Dealers  Sterilized  -  8 

Sampling  of  milk  was  carried  out  by  the  Weights  and  Measures 
Department  of  the  County  Council  on  behalf  of  the  Health  Department. 
Copies  of  sample  reports  received  indicated  that  those  were  satisfactory. 

The  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Specified  Areas)  Order  1958 
has  effect  in  this  area  prohibiting  the  retail  sale  of  milk  for  human 
consumption  which  is  not  a  special  designated  milk. 

ICE  CREAM 

26  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  Ice 
Cream  sold  at  these  premises  v/as  of  one  of  the  nationally  known  products, 
all  being  wrapped. 

PRESERVED  POODS 


17  premises  were  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  sausages,  or  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for 
sale. 
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FOOD  PREMISES 


The  total  nvunber  of  premises  in  the  Borough  concerned  with  the 
manufacture,  preparation,  storage  or  sale  of  food  is  120. 


These  can  he  classified  as  follov/ss- 


Cafes  and  Restaurants 
Bakehouses 

Home  Confectioners  (cake) 
Cake  Shops 

Confectioners  (sweets) 
Greengrocers 

Grocers  and  General  Stores 

Butchers 

Fishmongers 

Public  Houses 

Hotels 

Guest  Houses 

Wine  Merchants 

Clubs 

Canteens 

Packers  and  Processors 
Wholesalers 


10 

2 

2 

1 

13 

6 

26 

9 

6 

20 

4 

1 

2 

4 

9 

2 


In  addition  to  the  above  markets  are  held  on  the  Market  Hill. 

A  fishmonger,  grocer,  greengrocer  and  confectioners  attend  regularly 
on  Thursdays  and  greengrocers  on  Saturdays. 

INSPECTIONS  -  HYGIEEB  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Rather  more  routine  visits  were  made  to  food  promises  than  in 
recent  years  and  it  is  found  that  standards  of  cleanliness  and  decoration 
in  premises  arc  somewhat  bettor. 

This  I  feel  is  due  to  the  introduction  in  recent  years  of  better 
equipment,  including  refrigerated  display  cabinets  and  cold  slabs,  and 
to  the  establishment  in  the  town  of  now  businesses  which  have  had  a 
considerable  capital  backing. 

Such  firms  have  put  a  premium  on  w]ell  constructed  and  laid  out 
premises,  adequately  lighted,  and  well  ventilated.  These  premises  are 
well  equipped,  have  ample  floor  space  and  tastefully  decorated  interior 
surfaces  are  designed  to  facilitate  easy  cleaning. 

The  lead  given  by  such  firms  has  already  roused  others  of  the 
larger  firms  in  the  tov/n  to  redesign  their  shop  fronts  and  replan  the 
shop  floors  and  ancillary  rooms.  There  can  be  little  doubt  that  others 
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will  have  to  follow  suit  in.  due  time.  The  small,  overcrowded,  potential 
dust  trap,  sell  everything  stores  and  shops  may  hold  their  own  for  a  time 
because  of  their  personal  service  and  just  around  the  corner  convenience, 
but  they  will  find  the  going  the  more  difficult  lanless  congestion  gives 
way  to  cleanliness  and  dullness  to  display  consciousness. 

Needless  to  say  their  are  some  very  good  small  stores  and  shops 
in  the  town  whose  owners  have  seen  that  hygiene  pays  dividends  and  it  is 
probable  that  personal  hygiene  is  at  its  best  in  such  shops. 

The  day  of  prepacked  foods  is  here  and  more  and  more  visibly 
packed  foods  will  appear  on  the  counters  and  she.lves  and  more  frozen 
foods  in  the  display  cabinets. 

ll?hilst  the  routine  visit  to  shops  selling  these  goods  will  be 
still  necessaiy  a  greater  concentration  of  the  Inspector’ s  time  at  the 
soixrce  of  manufacture  and  preparation  of  foods  for  sale  will  be  essential. 

PROSECUTIONS 

As  always  the  Council  and  it’s  officers  have  endeavoured  to  see 
that  breaches  of  the  various  Acts  and  Regulations  they  have  to  administer 
are  quickly  remedial  by  informal  advice  and  persuasion.  This  action  had 
until  the  current  year  proved  adequate.  However,  during  I96I  it  was 
necessary  to  take  proceedings  against  a  butcher  who  continued  to  smoke 
whilst  handling  meat  in  his  shop,  despite  numerous  verbal  and  written 
warnings.  The  Magistrates  imposed  a  £5.  0.  0,  fine. 

PART  3 

RODENT  COmOL  AND  DISINFESTATION 

RODENT  CONTROL 

The  Council  continued  to  employ  a  rodent  operator  who  spends 
approximately  50^  of  his  time  on  other  duties.  This  arrangement  again 
proved  satisfactory. 

Twenty  five  business  premises  were  treated  under  agreement  when 
found  to  be  infested.  Treatment  charges  remained  at  6/-  per  hour. 

SEWER  TREATMENTS 

One  sewer  treatment  using  acute  poisons  was  carried  out  during  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year.  Test  baiting  carried  out  at  those  areas  not 
infested  in  previous  years  indicated  that  they  continued  to  be  clear  of 
infestation.  There  was  a  slightly  increased  infestation  in  the  sewered 
areas  covered  in  the  complete  treatment. 
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In  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  a  second  treatment  was  carried  out 
this  time  using  Warfarin  in  polythene  bags.  This  treatment  v/hich  is  of  a 
continual  rather  than  spasmodic  nature  has  proved  successful  and  baits  have 
been  preserved  in  polythene  for  considerable  periods.  In  the  more  heavily 
infested  areas  baits  are  now  left  in  the  manholes  to  be  checked  and 
replaced  as  necessary  at  regular  intervals.  It  is  anticipated  that 
this  method  of  treatment  will  allow  the  sewer  rodent  population  to  be 
kept  constantly  at  a  minimum. 

For  the  first  time  polythene  bags  salvaged  from  the  bailing  shed 
were  used  as  bait  containers,  both  at  sewer  and  surface  treatments,  A 
good  impervious  polythene  has  proved  very  useful  for  preseiving  baits  in 
escposed  locations, 

DISINFESTATION 

Disinfestation,  by  spraying,  of  five  premises  was  carried  out 
during  the  year.  Two  of  these  treatments  were  at  food  premises  against 
minor  cockroach  infestations.  The  other  three  treatments  v/ere  at  houses 
being  cleared  and  were  purely  precautionary''  meas'ures  against  any  possible 
transfer  of  fleas,  bed  bugs  etc.  to  the  occupants’  new  homes. 

With  the  continued  clearance  of  the  poorer  areas  and  the  generally 
higher  standards  of  personal  hygiene  made  possible  by  improved  housing 
conditions  the  nimber  of  disinfestation  treatments  the  Health  Department 
has  had  to  arrange  has  dropped  considorablyi  This  is  evident  when  looking 
at  the  figures  given  in  previous  Annual  Heports.  In  the  years  1959 > 
i960  and  1961  treatments  numbered  9 5  10,  and  5  respectively  whilst 
corresponding  figures  for  1949?  1950  and  1951  were  59?  59  21, 

It  may  be  said  that  to  a  large  extent  Disinfestation  has  given 
way  to  visitation.  Slum  Clearance,  sometimes  necessitates  moving  into 
modern  houses  people  who  have  lived  in  squalid  conditions.  Multipoint 
heaters,  back  boilers,  cookers,  switch  sockets  and  the  like  mean  little 
to  those  whose  constant  companions  have  been  the  cooking  range  and  paraffin 
lamp.  Periodical  visits  to  these  people  in  their  new  homes  are  desirable 
both  to  insure  their  v/ell  being  and  at  the  least  a  reasonable  standard  of 
upkeep  and  cleanliness  in  the  new  dwelling. 

WASPS  NESTS 

« 

The  Council  continued  the  service  of  destroying  wasp  nests  at  a 
standard  charge  of  lO/-  per  nest,  18  nosts  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
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PART  4 


C  .n:  S  S  P  0  0  L  S  AKD  RIGHTSOIL 


There  were  no  further  sewer  connections  during  the  year,  20 
isolated  properties  with  cesspool  or  septic  tank  drainage  remain.  Pail 
closets  were  emptied  twice  a  week  from  eight  properties  only. 

The  few  remaining  cesspools  and  septic  tanks  are  at  isolated  sites 
and  present  no  public  health  problem.  The  eight  pail  closets  at 
properties  on  the  fringe  of  development  should,  hovuvcr,  be  converted  to 
water  closets  and  the  Council’s  decision  to  extend  the  sewer  up  Gallows 
Hill  to  the  east  of  the  tov/n  will  make  possible  the  elimination  of  five 
of  the  pail  closets, 

PART  5 

PET  AHIMALS  ACT 

The  number  of  licensed  pet  shops  in  the  Borough  was  two.  In  fact 
only  one  of  these  two  promises  kept  pets  during  the  year. 

PART  6 
SHOPS  _A  _C_T_ 

Inspections  of  shop  premises  made  during  the  year  indicated  that  in 
the  main  the  basic  requirements  of  the  Shops  Act  are  met. 

In  so  far  as  the  welfare  of  employees  are  concerned  there  are, 
however,  two  aspects  v/here  some  general  improvement  is  necessary.  The  first 
is  in  regard  to  washing  facilities  and  here  the  lack  of  a  constant  hot 
water  supply  is  most  noticeable  and  the  second  feature  is  a  rather  poor 
standard  of  decoration  to  service  rooms  at  the  rear  of  premises. 

Very  often  it  is  not  the  lack  of  space  that  has  lead  to  substandard 
accommodation  but  the  very  reverse,  Ifeny  shops  premises  are  extremely 
rambling  and  outmoded  buildings  covei'  largo  floor  aroars  and  are  q\iite 
unproductive,  Ifeinte nance  costs  on  such  properties  are  high  and  there 

is  little  or  no  return. 

The  v/holesale  reconstructions  that  are  taking  place  at  premises  ov;ned 
by  large  concerns  axe  the  most  obviously  satisfactory  answer  but  the 
considerable  capital  needed  for  such  schemes  is  not  available  to  smaller 
firms. 
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For  some  time,  at  least,  the  amenities  at  some  shops  will 
continue  to  be  provided  in  somewhat  inconvenient,  inaccessable  and 
antiquated  premises.  It  will  be  necessary,  therefore,  to  see  that 
the  best  use  is  made  of  all  available  accommodation  until  reconstructions 
are  possible. 

In  addition  to  the  120  premises  listed  under  part  2  of  the  report 
as  food  premises  there  are  a  further  111  preiaises  that  could  be  classified 
as  shops  within  the  meaning  of  the  Shops  Act,  1950, 

PART  7 

FACTORIES  ACT 

Details  of  inspections  under  the  Factories  Acts  are  recorded 
at  pages  16,  17  and  18. 

The  number  of  factories  on  the  register  totalled  81. 

Washing  facilities  at  many  factories  leave  much  to  be  desired 
and  re-decoration  of  sanitary  accommodation  often  tends  to  be  neglected. 
Improvements  in  this  respect  and  the  installation  of  electric  lighting 
were  achieved  as  a  result  of  informal  notices. 

PART  R 

SWIMMING  POOL 


Swimming  Pool  attendances  were  at  a  good  average  level. 

Admissions  to  Swimming  Pool  for  I960  and  1961 


1^60 

1961 

Childrens  Season  Tickets 

577 

395 

Adult  Season  Tickets 

31 

42 

School  bathers 

6,126 

6,l68 

Other  bathers 

21,199 

27,590 

Spectators  . 

2,849 

6,498 

Reports  on  samples  taken  for  bacteriological  examination  were, 
in  all  cases,  satisfactory. 
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The  pool  is  filled  with  mains  water  that  is  under  constant 
recirculation  passing  through  pressure  filters  and  being  chlorinated 
at  rates  and  frequency  changes  necessary  to  maintain  adequate  piority 
according  to  usage. 


PART  9 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 


Two  public  conveniences  were  maintained  during  the  year,  one 
in  Gaol  Lane,  close  to  the  llarket  Hill  and  the  other  at  the  rear  of 
the  swimming  pool  in  Belle  Vue  playing  ground. 

Whilst  neither  of  the  conveniences  are  particularly  satisfactory 
that  in  Gaol  Lane,  although  centrally  situated,  is  inadeqiiate  in  layout, 
design  and  equipment  for  the  main  convenience  of  a  small  but  busy  and 
growing  market  town.  Generally  speaking  it  is  a  most  inconvenient 
convenience. 

Realising  this,  the  Council  have  acquired  a  new  site  also  close 
to  the  Iferket  Hill  on  wiiich  it  is  to  be  hoped  new  conveniences  with 
fresher  and  brighter  appearances,  having  far  better  toilet  facilities 
and  being  much  easier  to  maintain  will  be  provided. 

The  present  convenience  in  Gaol  Lane  has  evoked  criticism  from 
townspeople  and  visitors  alike  quite  justifiably,  but  it  is  only  fair 
to  point  out  that  vandalism  on  the  part  of  a  holigan  minority  has  made 
it  difficult  to  maintain  them  even  in  a  reasonable  condition  and 
further,  has  made  the  Covincil  wary  of  providing  the  additional  amenities 
that  the  majority  of  the  public  v/ould  appreciate. 

Might  I  here  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting  that,  when  designs 
are  considered  for  new  conveniences,  a  necessary  conspicousness  is 
tempered  by  design  that  has  at  least  some  architectural  merit, 

P  A‘R  T  10 

REFUSE  COLLECTION 
AND  DISPOSAL 

This  aspect  of  environmental  hygiene  was  notable  during 
the  year  from  two  aspects.  The  first  af  a  specific  incidence  affecting 
tipping  diiring  the  period  of  a  few  months  was  the  tip  fire  on  which  the 
Borough  Surveyor  has  commented. 
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The  second  item  may  well  be  of  much  greater  future  significance 
than  current  importance.  The  Council's  notice  was  brought  to  the 
potential  hygienic  and  labour  saving  advantages  of  the  paper  sack 
collection,  both  by  way  of  a  film  demonstration  by  one  of  the  manufacturers 
and  by  reports  of  the  Borough  Engineer  euid  Public  Health  Inspector, 

Interest  has  been  shown  in  this  type  of  collection  and  v/hilst 
there  is  much  to  be  learnt  about  its  practical  and  economic  advantages 
and  disadvantages  the  introduction  of  a  pilot  scheme  would  surely  be 
a  very  worthv^hile  venture.  It's  ixndoubted  hygienic  advantages  cannot 
be  ignored  and  the  need  to  improve  the  working  conditions  of  the 
collectors  who  have  at  the  best  a  distasteful  and  dirty  occupation  is 
a  further  strong  argument  for  a  trial  introduction. 
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